Bloom group channel their entrepreneurial spirit

People go out of their way just 1o travel through Filby, a place where the power of flowers, sense of
communily and entreprenaunal spint come together to creale a special village.

From upcycling bread crates into plant trays to running a charity shop and & honeybee project, this
small but mighty group of volunieers devole their time and anargy to improving their village in
Morfolk. We asked them for thair top tips to help other community gardening groups thrive.
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Filby in Bloom®s top tips for supporting local gardening projects

From upeyeling ald maternals to rensing & charity shop, each voluesesr in this Morfolk group chessels thelr eaerepeeseurial spirdl into suppecting commwnity mmistives

Set on the edpe of Thi Brosds Natinal Park in Morfolk, Fillry s bete 1o Britass's larpest protecied weiland. Mot only is the willage renowned for its rich Roman and
Wiking REwory, but it ks also s bmporinst ares for eature and blodiversity, encompassing lees, manies and woodlands. A small but mighty group of hard-working
voiumisers devoles their time and energy o mpeoving the ares s pant of Beilals ln Bloos. Heme, they shase it bop tips 6 help other community pardening groups
dhrive.
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Volunteers of Ellbn in Bloom meet every Saberdey momsing and deciaond are made over v and Bewuin, with only cae formal meeetesg beld cach vear. “Everyons s
equal, a2 we have a common goal 1o make Filby a besier place to live,™ said Chairman Adnzas Thompson, who has been involved with the proup since it was formed b=
1995, “The mmaspkers 1§ relimod and we try 50 Eoip it fun — o shouldn™ Ffedd like a 0% and o scoms 1o work™



el T Clad of Pl b Bl

The proup has hed gremi success in the repional Anplia in Bleem cosmgatition over the years and has boen a Britain in [oom UK fealist several tnes, being erowsed
Village Category Winmer i 2002 sxnd sgain in 2017,

“There's an enthusiawn shared by everyons 1o make this & special village,” said long-term volunteer Ghenn Unsizad. “People have & strong sense of ownenhip and civic
jpriie. Howewes, as n small village with limfied fonds, we have 1o be creative.™

There's an enthasiasm shared by everyone 3o make this a special viflage

Reduce, remse and recycle
10 ways oo gave the planet while gardening

Ji0 wwys v sgve the plans while pardening

Thez group reshuces, revaes and recyeles whatever ihey can. Damaged palicts ape iransfonmed imo pesting bowes asd bresd craies bocome plani tnys. Even the eyes
n‘lﬂﬂ.ui.ﬂh.rﬁ!ﬂml displeos that Filly is renowned for sne created with o sustsinable minduet = using Dowers grown from sead and plants sounced i8d purchased
locally.

Filley Halt, a foa raitoary platfom cutside the village hall, incorpoemizs repurpessd timber, pre-used i cing snd scctions of Sminpipe. Allough Filby docin® have a
il conacctivity, The platform has bem adomed in support of Ballnas 96 0 project celsbrating the 200th anniversary of the modemn mikemy. =A locel resident™s
urmsied] decioeg malbed ideal raflway dlocpem,” waid Glenn, wha came up with the idea for the displey.

Hend out of the willage in the direction of Caister and the sea, and you'll come scrocs Billy = & pvpscall Maorfolk werking Shirs honse, 19 kands bigh, mads from
il — pealling a lipping cart. Created by skilled crafisman and Bloomer Tom, the display gives o nod 1w Fily's agriculum| hevimpe. Kwives, forics and spoons ane
the unexpeeied e that being Bally's harmes o life, an example of how Bloom gnups engage local people theough arts and crafis.
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Be creative when it comes to fundraising
How 1o refse money for yin costarmosiny ganden

Alongside moere iraditional eventy such a8 sesomal Bies, colTer momings and an annual open gendens weekend, = ertreprencurial initiative by volunieer Fanmy
Thompeon is penerinesg much:nesded Fosds Sor commmuesaTy pejects

Filbey's Chanity Shed Shop, ssuated jed off the main thoroughfure, first opened oy dooes in 2027, selling pre-loved and eewested [ ench oo sofl ove, books el
housetold irerms, Thees yewns laer, Jenny spends every spare minute sorting theough bags of dorions, penting them ready wo s2ll in the shop each weekend
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“I8's like an Adaddin’s cave - one person’s ek i ancdher person’s reasune |~ sald lenny, whose main motivation i keeping things from landfill,

“iroand L5, (MK his been risnd over the kst foer yérs. The project's really takes off.” mid Chair Adriss. “Withoo these exir fosd, much of whal we do woulidn't
ke posiibie.” Projects et have benefited from the Chasity Shed Shop inchuds the initial ouilay for four beehives and bees for the village's honeybes project and the
creation of four ke sheliers in Filly and ity surroundisg parishes. “You do your bit and malie it shine. and @ catches on. People feel part of something and 5 seade of
ewnership,” sdded Adsian

Auround £50,000 has boen raised oner B last four wears shrough the Charigy Shed Shop. Withoui theas funds, moeh of whae we do weulds't be possible.

The honeybes progeer, s penseular, inchades four e, esch containing 400000 1o 60,000 bees. Mex. 11, and his hrogher Thes, 8, ert: hearning new adalls af the apiary,
where Max enjoys “finding the qoeees and Bearing the bees ™
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With the support of Filby in Bloom. other yousgaders are growing sunflowers and vegetables ab the locad primarny schosd

Create a place to sit and listen to the birds
‘Wildlife gardening

Naklile pardening

Enhancing

baadivenity i also af the heant of several Filby initistives. The volusteer Bob explained thas the village s ssindful wildlifie garden is “for the comrmniey, educaison,
manefulnes and aatum.™ Tecked swin mext 1o » flourishing comnmenity orchand, the garden Teatures & giani bug botel, s stempery, @ newr pond, beds full of herbs and
eserdicina] plasts and edibles duch as Fspberion.

“If's @ place 6o st and lisien to the binds. mke & bresth and engoy the pesce,” saad Chainting, whosc rmes Mangaret catablishod dee garden more than 20 yesss ago. The
jgandea i mandged in o relaned way o encourage a riet of wildlife. “The bope is that peopde might replicale soeme of e ganden's elements in their pws garders. ™
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pallinaton s peapbs aliks.

Mioioains make detoos 1o drive throwgs Filby, & place where the power of fowers, sease of commusity and enreprenserizl spinil come ogether 1o srems & specal

Schood gandening
dchocd ganlemng
Other handy dips for commuanity gardening groups
* Uwe pocinl moedia for wider reach and engagement. Ellkn.in Blonm’s Fagebsk pagt recsivis 100,000 views per year,

» Work with your loeal sclesdi 10 gei yoong peopls Involved in simple pardening projecis. For exesple, Filly in Bloom s volunieer Glenn and Jean belped
children plast sunflowers. The children have also been growing vegetables such as tommioes, sweeicom and |etinee donmted by the groag:

o Harness i skl amd [steresis of your wilkesteers i koep people efgaped. 1 o jus hortseulnre skills that gee secded in o community giodening groog =
everyone brisgs something JifSerent oo e table.
About Britain in Bloom
Filtry & Blotm iscow of 44 fimlists for RHS Britain in Bloom UK 2025, There are |7 Britain in Bloom mogions. each pominating their highest=performing entrics s

coarpeie i g UVK. Flaals, and Fillby has boes sclecied by Anglia in Bloom. Each finali is visied by & pair of judges and @ results will be antoancon] & an aweeds
ceremony in the seoemn The judges sisess groops” effoms aguins eriiens that hive envinameniel benefil, comsnnity eogagemen) and hoarmiculiurel evceflence af their
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Huoéw Bath is celcbrating lane Austen through fowens
Hew Bads = eclebiaiing lane Ausics throes flowers



